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With increasing frequency and passion, one cri-
tique of the western world in which we are living
includes a well-placed punch in the nose of our individ-
ualistic way of thinking, deciding and relating. It is not
hard to verify that we each are accustomed to wanting
(and often getting) whatever it is we want, wherever and
whenever we want it. We have gotten used to it, and it
serves us well. 

But is that how Jesus wants it to be among us?
Does that lifestyle grow out of the biblical record of the
Acts of the Apostles or Scriptural counsel at large?
Should we be more like groupies? People who hang
together, think together and discern together, decide
together, evaluate together and commit to holding
togetherness together as a highest value? Counting the
“one another’s” in the New Testament, we can con-
clude that it matters a lot. Reading how Jesus himself
spends so much time and energy with his disciples
invites us to conclude that being together is a high pri-
ority for him. Observing how the early church leaders
collaborate and communicate in the pursuit of wisdom
and insight is instructive.

I’ve not finished the book so I’m not sure yet how
A.J.’s experiment will turn out. There are hopeful signs
and also reason for grave concerns. I’m hopeful that
Jesus himself will stop A.J. in his tracks. It was fun, how-
ever, to bump into the “advice” of the religion professor
from Seton Hall University. While I hadn’t
thought of it before in those terms, it seems
entirely spiritually sensible to me to aim at
being less European and more groupie.

It may well be that one of the reasons
this paragraph hooked me is because we as
Anabaptist believers describe ourselves as the
kind of folks who understand family and
value being a covenant community and the
process of discerning and deciding together.
I hope this is still true of us. It will, no doubt,
make Jesus proud if we are his groupies.
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The book was a Christmas gift, and the title
was absolutely captivating. The author, A.J.
Jacobs, is a guy I’d never heard of.

Apparently A.J. is a successful writer, as his other
title listed on the cover is The Know It All. This
time he writes The Year of Living Biblically: One
Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as
Literally as Possible. It gets even more interesting:
A.J.’s day job
is editor-at-
large of
ESQUIRE, a
magazine for
which I have
not had and will not have a subscription. He also
writes for the likes of The New York Times and
NPR’s Weekend Edition.

So A.J. is no literary slouch. Neither is he reli-
gious, something he makes clear at the outset. He
describes himself as secular. Because he is increas-
ingly interested in the relevance of faith in our mod-
ern world, he dives into his quest to live like the
Bible instructs—literally and truly. From this per-
spective it’s proving to be a fun read, even quite
hilarious at times. It’s not your usual guy with long
hair and full beard in a “dress,” traversing New
York telling the plain and absolute truth rather than
politically correct lies.

Why do I bring this up? It is because yester-
day I was reading about his time in Jerusalem.
While in Jerusalem A.J. discovers what he
describes as a “disturbing point.” He is a “stranger
in a strange land…in a city where everyone
belongs to his or her own gated spiritual commu-
nity.” He references the fact that Christians,
Muslims and Jews are all intersecting “on the
same street,” and then he adds that he feels like he
is trying to “fly solo on a route that was specifical-
ly designed for a crowd.”

Then the zinger: A.J. writes that one of his
spiritual advisors (he has chosen several for his year-
long adventure) tells him, “The people of the Bible
were groupies. You did what the group did; you
observed the customs of your group. Only the crazy
Europeans came up with the idea of individualism.
So what you are doing is a modern phenomenon.”

With increasing frequency and passion, one critique of the western
world in which we are living includes a well-placed punch in the nose
of our individualistic way of thinking, deciding and relating.


